
In the midst of a pandemic that continues to devastate Maine’s most vulnerable populations,  
Catholic Charities Maine remains a beacon to those in need, thanks to the generosity of donors like you!  

Our Fall Appeal ended January 31st, having raised more than $505,000 — from 744 donors,  
including 217 first-time donors.

THANK YOU for being a lifeline to the more than 52,000 people we serve each year.

Your donation:
•  feeds more than 30,000
•  helps more than 380 refugees rebuild their lives in Maine
•  empowers more than 300 children with vision impairments
•  provides dental care to more than 5,600 individuals  
•  cares for more than 2,200 seniors
•  serves 52,000+ Mainers annually in need!

You make our mission possible! 

 What do these Mainers have in common? 

making every penny count
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 They now have help and hope thanks to YOU!



Charles Mugabe, Director 
of Case Management 
at RIS sat down for an 
interview with Amjambo 
Africa! to provide an 
update on our work through the Afghan Placement 
and Assistance Program. Check out the full article at 
ccmaine.org/read-more-0222.
Amjambo Africa! is a news publication helping new Mainers thrive 
by strengthening communication within and between local Maine 
Communities.

 A Warm Welcome for New Mainers
From the generous donations,  
to the gifts in-kind, like the  
hundreds of socks we received  
from the children’s faith formation  
program at Brunswick’s  
St. Charles Borromeo Church,  
the outpouring of support from 
our donors has provided the 
warmest of welcomes to the new 
Mainers we serve.

We’re also thrilled to have  
received a $12,000 grant award  
from the Maine Community  
Foundation’s Invest in Maine Fund to support newly 
arriving immigrants.

In 2021, CCM resettled 224 refugees and immigrants, 
including 92 Afghans, 65 people from Haiti, and an 
additional 67 refugees and immigrants from other parts 
of the world.   

More than 75% are already resettled in permanent 
housing, and our Case Managers continue to support 
new arrivals with medical, employment, education, 
and cultural services to help them fully integrate in 
their new communities.

New Board Officers and Members Announced 
CCM’s Board of Directors has announced two new  
officers: Lauren Moody is the new Chair, and Jared  
des Rosiers is Vice Chair (pictured, left to right).  
In addition, we are thrilled to welcome two new  
members to our Board: Cynthia Nickless and Deacon  
Darrell Blackwell. Read the press release on our website 
at ccmaine.org/news.

 Ready to Meet Your Match?
Love playing cards, discussing current events, or 
sharing your love of opera? Right now, more than 
a quarter of Maine residents are aging alone at 
home. During Maine’s long, cold winters, a friendly 
connection has never been more needed or 
appreciated. Our SEARCH program matched 248 
isolated seniors with a volunteer companion 
in 2021, but there are many older adults who 
would love to meet their match this year! If you 
or someone you know is interested in becoming a 
companion to a lonely senior in your neighborhood, 
contact Director of Volunteer Services Kelly Day at 
kday@ccmaine.org or visit ccmaine.org/volunteer.

“I love that you get a lot of 
appreciation back from those 
you are helping. Even when 
you’re very tired yourself, it’s 
just a huge shot of adrenaline 
to help someone who needs 
an errand or some groceries.” 
—Larry Lachance, 44-year SEARCH 
volunteer, Lewiston
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Safiya Khalid looks to the future
and reflects on the past 
By Kathreen Harrison

When Amjambo Africa first covered Safiya Khalid in 2019, she was 23 years
old and had just announced her candidacy for Lewiston City Council’s

Ward 1 seat. She ran on a platform that included a number of goals, one of
which was increasing diverse representation in elected office in Maine. Khalid
won her council race handily, with almost 70% of the vote, and she went on to
serve one term in office as Lewiston’s first Muslim, female, person of color on
the Council. 

“I ran on bringing the community together, bridging gaps,” Khalid said. 
But near the end of her first term, to the surprise of some, she announced

she would not be running for a second term. She said she would be helping to
elect more anti-racist candidates to office instead. In addition, she had earned
a full scholarship to study public policy at Northeastern University, and would
be enrolling in a master’s degree in public administration – a logical next step
for someone of Khalid’s intellect and focus on social justice. She is thrilled at
the prospect of graduate study. “Can I take all the classes at once please?” she
joked. 

Center lends a helping
hand to children in 
Nigeria living with
autism spectrum 
disorder  By  Violet Ikong

Tochi Ajike was thrown into a state of fear and confusion
in 2020 when her 18-month-old son David (a pseudo-

nym), still couldn’t make any sounds –  not even babbling.
Instead what he did was rock back and forth, spin in circles,
and cry for no apparent reason.  

A friend mentioned that David might be living with
autism spectrum disorder (ASD). But Ajike, age 32, did not
know much about the disorder. She began by looking up
“autism.”  
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An autism awareness campaign by Blazing Heart Autism
Center.

Executive Director Rilwan Osman of Maine Immigrant and Refugee Services and  Director of Case Management  Charles
Mugabe of  Catholic Charities Maine  have been working for months to resettle Afghans who have fled their homeland
since the fall of Kabul in August. See article pages 2-3.
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Help us go green and make your donation dollars 
go further by emailing development@ccmaine.org 
with “subscribe” in the subject line to receive future 
newsletters via email.


